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Utah State Alumni reflect 
on 9/11 Attacks
On Sept. 11, 200l, four coordinated terrorist attacks were orchestrated against the United States. 
These attacks took 2,977 innocent lives and impacted 
the lives of people all over the world, including those 
who were Utah State University students in the fall of 
2001.
Arlynda Jorgensen, now a high school physics teacher 
in Maryland, was studying at Utah State at the time of 
the attack. She recalls first hearing of the catastrophe 
while listening to National Public Radio on her way to 
Mount Logan Middle School, where she was completing 
her student teaching. 
During Arlynda’s time at Utah State, she was also in-
volved with GAS, or Get Away Special, an undergraduate 
research team within the physics department. She was in 
Logan during the attacks due to pregnancy, but remem-
bers the stories of her team, who were at the Kennedy 
Space Center when the attacks occurred. 
Arlynda said the team was escorted off base and oper-
ations were immediately shut down. Due to the no-fly 
order, her team wasn’t able to return home for several 
days.
She also reflected on the following months and the last-
ing impacts the attacks left, noting that it caused people 
to stop and ask themselves, “We’re Americans, what does 
that mean?”
Jamie Jorgensen, Arlynda’s husband who is also a 
former Aggie, recalled his own morning of 9/11. Jamie 
was attending USU in Logan and remembers not paying 
attention to the news that morning and learning of the 
attacks from fellow students as classes carried on.
In the months following the attacks, Jamie remembers 
the attacks as something that he thought about a lot daily 
and made him very upset.
He also said because he hadn’t seen the news that 
morning, he didn’t actually see any footage of the attacks 
until years later.
Both Arlynda and Jamie said since moving to Maryland, 
the impact of 9/11 from the East Coast compared to the 
West Coast is very different.
During that month of September 2001, a Utah State 
department head for the College of Education and Hu-
man Services, Andy Walker, was studying for a graduate 
degree and living in the West Stadium Villa with his small 
family. 
He remembers turning on the TV and seeing replays 
of the second plane striking the World Trade Center, 
describing the footage as “surreal.”
Walker also shared an experience that he had in the 
months following, that he wishes was more common — a 
neighborhood meeting with two Muslim families for an 
opportunity to listen to their perspectives and ask ques-
tions in a safe environment.
Initially, Walker stated it “was a shock and because of 
the geographical distance it had a surreal quality.” At that 
point, he had never visited New York City.
The next year, Walker got his first faculty job at Lehigh 
University, living only 90 minutes away from New York 
City. NYC first responders were still doing recovery 
operations at ground zero until a few months prior to his 
move, but he said at an emotional level, New York hadn’t 
quite recovered.
Last year, when his sister-in-law lived in a predominant-
ly Jewish and Muslim neighborhood in New York, Walker 
went from there to the 9/11 Memorial Museum. 
Walker said while these attacks were thought to be an 
attack on capitalism, he thought they were most threat-
ened by our country’s potential.
“We are a nation of immigrants living on tribal lands,” 
Walker said. “We are a land of many religions. We are a 
place where a Jewish and a Muslim community can live 
together in the same apartment buildings, shop at the 
same stores, take the same subway lines to work.”
Walker said there is power in all of these ideas. “There 
are many people working together to build and recover. 
The global war on terror isn’t going to be won at the end 
of a rifle, it will be won by human beings getting together 
and talking, living together, baby-sitting each other’s kids, 
having a BBQ where you have a separate grill and uten-
sils because you want to be respectful of your neighbors 
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Among the 2,977 victims who died in the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, one was a Utah State University 
graduate. 
Brady Howell, 26, was among the 184 
who perished in Washington D.C. after 
American Airlines Flight 77 was flown 
into the Pentagon at 9:37 a.m. He was an 
intelligence specialist in the naval offices 
of the Pentagon. 
According to Howell’s bio on The Nation-
al 9/11 Pentagon Memorial website, he 
received undergraduate degrees in Politi-
cal Science from USU, and Ricks College 
in Rexburg, Idaho.
In March 2014, Howell’s widow, Liz, 
spoke to a capacity crowd in the Tag-
gart Student Center. In her speech, cov-
ered by The Utah Statesman, Liz detailed 
the hours after the attack and all the 
unknows. 
From 2014:
When Howell watched the news coverage 
of the 9/11 attacks in New York, she was at 
work on Capitol Hill, just miles away from 
the Pentagon. She said she felt incredibly 
calm.
“I had the thought of, ‘Everything will be 
OK,’” Howell said.
After being evacuated from the Capitol by 
police, Howell made her way home. Once 
there, she immediately looked for signs of 
her husband, but there were none. She said 
she was overcome with the dark and evil 
feeling in the air.
From her apartment in Arlington, Va., 
she could see the Pentagon and the ominous 
smoke which filled the skyline.
That night, she was visited by a congress-
man and an armed guard at her home. 
They informed her Brady was “officially 
missing.”
Her friends urged her to get some rest, but 
Howell couldn’t sleep knowing her husband 
was missing.
“I got out of bed and I put on my shoes and 
I snuck out of my house so my friends didn’t 
see me,” Howell said. “And I just started 
walking over to the Pentagon. There were 
police lines and police tape everywhere. 
There was firefighters putting out the blaze 
still … and lights flashing everywhere. And 
I remember that I didn’t care.”
Howell continued through the dark and 
lifted police tape along the way. One officer 
stopped her before she reached the last rope.
“I looked at him and I said, ‘My husband 
is in there and if you don’t get him, I will,’” 
Howell said.
She was permitted to approach the rope 
and said she could feel the heat coming 
from the flames inside the building.
“I just stared … I yelled out and I said, ‘It’s 
OK Brady. You can go now. I will be OK,’” 
Howell said. “And I wept.”
Kaysville natives Mary Alice Wahlstrom 
and her daughter Carolyn Mayer Beug 
were aboard American Airlines flight 11 
when it was hijacked and flown into the 
north tower of the World Trade Center.
A monument in honor of the three vic-
tims and all Utahns who served our coun-
try since the 9/11 attacks now stands at 
the Utah State University Botanical Center 
in Kaysville.
USU alumnus among 

























PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
Utah State University’s 9/11 memorial stands in front of the Eccles Business Building. Together, the two benches read, “Where principles of integrity prevail, terrorism will fail.“ 






























Did it hurt? When you had to walk to 
the B terminal
@lainschneids
Do Shania Twain fans call themselves 
Twainiacs? This is a serious question
Over this past summer, student leaders and admin-istrators of the Utah State University Student As-sociation, or USUSA, have been working harder 
than ever to bring back the vibrant school spirit that USU 
is well known for. 
Lucas Stevens, the president of USUSA, witnessed this 
passion and dedication of students and administrators 
firsthand within Utah State Student Involvement. Accord-
ing to Stevens, a great amount of thought, dedication and 
time has been poured into the events that are going to 
take place this year on campus.
One of Stevens’ favorite events that he helped plan this 
year was the Aggie BLUE Leadership Conference. 
“We heard from notable speakers like Crumbl founder 
and COO, Sawyer Hemsley, USU Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs, and former congressman Rob Bishop,” Ste-
vens said.  
This was one of the biggest events since the beginning 
of the pandemic, with 150 students involved, and it was a 
great way to start off the year. 
Weeks of Welcome events are also a large part of the 
plan to bring activity back to campus. This year’s WOW 
includes several traditions such as True Aggie Night, High 
Stakes Bingo and the Big Agg Show. 
These traditions are very important to past, current and 
future USU students. Stevens has expressed that USUSA 
is doing everything it can to keep these traditions alive as 
the pandemic presses on. 
Another WOW event is Soda with the Senators, which 
takes place on Sept. 9. 
“This is a great chance for individuals to meet their ac-
ademic senator who can advocate for them to their dean 
and department head,” Stevens said. 
Along with the hours of planning towards events, energy, 
and fun, USUSA has also planned many ways for these 
activities to be safe during the pandemic. 
“We encourage and welcome students to wear masks,” 
Ben Scheffner, the series director of USUSA, said. “There 
will be hand sanitizer provided at events. We also plan 
to offer a remote way of attending certain events if stu-
dents feel unsafe. Getting vaccinated is the best way we 
can move forward from the pandemic.”
Members of USUSA and the administration at Utah State 
want this to be a fun, safe, energy filled semester. These 
activities and traditions are something Utah State holds a 
lot of pride in.  
“It’s so important to USUSA officers that the events and 
traditions that define the Aggie experience are safely pro-
vided to all students,” Stevens said. “Our USUSA officers 
and committee members genuinely love Utah State and 
our fellow students. This sincerity is a driving factor in the 
feeling of our Aggie family.” 
Clarissa Casper is a sophmore studying journalism and 
aquatic science at Utah State University. Outside of writing 
for the Statesman, she loves to hike, write poetry 
and watch whales.
 — clarissa.casper@usu.edu
USUSA works to bring Aggie 
spirit back to campus
By Clarissa Casper
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY Edward Harimoto
Pictured left to right: Jessi Mitchell, Mara Bingham and Kade Angell walking to class.





To the Aggie family, connection is key. It’s ingrained in every aspect of Utah State University’s culture. In the activities, in the goal of education as a way 
of helping students relate to their area of study, in the 
mantra “no one left behind” and the commitment to wel-
come every student. 
But nowhere is the importance of connecting more ap-
parent than during Connections Week. During Connec-
tions, new students are given the unique opportunity to 
form relationships with their peers and the Utah State 
community before the semester starts.
According to Clara Alder, a member of the A-Team and 
a Connections peer mentor, there are three purposes of 
Connections: becoming familiar with campus, accessing 
resources and connecting with the university. 
Peer mentors work hard to achieve these objectives by 
meeting with professors, developing a clear schedule and 
attending an intensive training before Connections starts. 
“Throughout the summer, the peer mentors meet fre-
quently with their professors and we plan out what our 
goals are for our class, what are some of the things that we 
want our students to gain from the class and then we also 
figure out some of the fun activities we want to happen,” 
Alder said. 
This year, incoming students attended seven hour-
long in-person class sessions Wednesday through Friday. 
Throughout the week, students also had the option to par-
ticipate in activities such as Taste of Logan (a self-guided 
tour of downtown featuring an array of free food, coupons 
and a mechanical bull), a scavenger hunt at the art muse-
um and a comedian-magician show. 
Connections Week culminated Friday night with the lu-
minary where students, in a procession opposite to the 
graduating class’ commencement ceremony, flooded the 
quad to light the sky in the shape of an A. 
This last activity, symbolic to the week’s theme, demon-
strated what connections — and Utah State — is all about: 
coming together, despite differences, in the shared pride 
of being Aggies. 
Kennedy Bradford, an incoming freshman from Florida, 
said Connections “helped me understand the intricacies of 
Logan campus. And it’s not just my buildings or my class-
es, but it’s this whole place with so many different people.”
To Bradford, Connections Week was important because 
it helped her meet a variety of different people and get 
to know campus in a way she wouldn’t have been able to 
otherwise. In this way, she was able to connect, not only 
to her area of study, but to the whole Utah State University 
campus and experience. 
Now that Connections is over, new students may be 
wondering what’s next. How should they utilize the skills 
they’ve learned and continue to develop the connections 
they’ve formed with campus?
 “My advice for incoming students and for freshmen who 
have just finished Connections is to keep being curious,” 
Alder said. “Be curious about making more friends. Be 
curious about places on campus and resources and then 
also remember the people and the things that you have 
learned.” 
Getting involved in the college experience is an ongoing 
process. Connections provides the foundation for a suc-
cessful college career, but it’s just the tip of the iceberg. 
There’s still so much to do, learn and connect with at Utah 
State University.
 — natalie.rust@usu.edu
Connections: It’s in the name
By Natalie Rust
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY Austin Roundy
























RateMyProfessors.com is the most highly-trafficked website for rating professors across the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. Accord-
ing to their website, users have posted more than 19 mil-
lion ratings and rated 1.7 million professors. Over 7,500 
schools used Rate My Professors with more than four mil-
lion students visiting the platform every month. 
At Utah State University, Rate My Professors appears to 
be wildly popular and successful. USU student Hannah 
Hunter said, “I always look at Rate My Professors. I literal-
ly base my entire schedule around that.” 
The rating website has proved to be crucial in taking 
classes from professors that are qualified, fair and care 
about their students. While USU does ask that students 
complete course evaluation forms at the end of each se-
mester, these results are not disclosed — encouraging use 
of websites (such as Rate My Professors) where students 
can publicly share their opinions.
Another student, Shelby Metten, said, “To be honest, 
I usually check to see what the workload is going to be. 
Like, if it’s going to be eight hours of reading every night 
on top of assignments, I just can’t do that.” 
The Rate My Professors website offers several aspects of 
the course and professor to rate before determining said 
professor’s final score on a scale of one to five. The review-
er must leave their opinion about the quality and difficulty 
of the course (again, on a scale from one to five), wheth-
er or not the textbook is necessary and summarize their 
review with predetermined titles ranging from “awful” to 
“awesome.” 
“I’m not afraid of a class that is difficult but enriching,” 
said soon-to-be-graduate Drake Fresh. “Like, working hard 
doesn’t deter me, it’s more of the idea that I could work re-
ally hard and still get a poor grade because the professor’s 
expectations weren’t clear.”
Rate My Professors can be a bit misleading, since those 
who felt passionately about the course are the most likely 
to leave a review — negative or positive. 
“You do kind of have to read between the lines though, 
to see if somebody [is just bitter they] got a bad grade,” 
Hunter said. But she also said that is usually pretty easy to 
tell based on the average professor review. 
Kailey Foster said she used to rely on Rate My Professors 
pretty heavily, but now she’s a bit skeptical. 
“The professor that I’m closest to in my department liter-
ally has a one-star average,” she said. “I was dreading her 
class freshman year, but I never would have guessed that 
she would be my favorite professor three years later.” 
We all know that at the end of the day, reviews left on 
Rate My Professors, like any other popular (and free) opin-
ion-based website (such as Rotten Tomatoes, Letterboxd, 
Goodreads, etc.), should actually be taken 100% literally. 
There is absolutely no point or value in taking a class from 
a professor with less than a perfect five-star review. In fact, 
less-than-perfect professors deserve to be driven off the 
campus with pitchforks and torches. Get your “Where the 
Sagebrush Grows” mobbing merch at the campus book-
store today! 
No, but guys, seriously. Even though the website rela-
tively recently removed its “hotness scale” to determine 
which teachers are the most attractive, word of mouth is 
still getting people’s opinions around just fine. 
— sage.souza@usu.edu
RateMyProfessors.com
Crucial service or breeding ground for bitterness?
By Sage Souza
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER






With Utah State University’s fall semester finally here, it’s time for the Aggies to finally say hello again.
Say Hello is a campaign returning to campus that was 
created last semester, in hopes of helping students stay 
connected through face-to-face interaction throughout 
the pandemic. 
A USU marketing student and intern for the College of 
Agriculture and Applied Sciences, Mariela Luster, created 
the campaign after she recognized students were strug-
gling with COVID-19 restrictions and a lack of human 
connection.
Luster went to work coming up with something that 
could be put into effect immediately. That idea turned 
into the simple act of once again saying hello.
“I came up with the Say Hello campaign in hopes to 
encourage students to take action and put their phones 
down to engage with the people in front of them,” Luster 
said. 
Once the university launched the campaign in April, a 
webpage was created, merchandise was designed and 
social media posts were made on several of the universi-
ty’s channels. 
Luster said they have received a lot of positive feedback 
from students who have reported they noticed a differ-
ence in their happiness just by saying hello.
This call to action was especially effective during the 
pandemic when mental health became a huge struggle 
for students. Although there are many resources avail-
able for help, this was a way for all students to help each 
other.
When the campaign first started, the focus was to 
encourage social interaction when there were limited op-
portunities for it, however now, it still contains a message 
that will always be relevant. 
Aaron Albrechtsen, a USU junior, agreed. He said pan-
demic or no pandemic, you never know how far saying 
hello can go for someone. 
“I think we should always look forward to helping peo-
ple out even if it’s a simple hello,” Albrechtsen said. “With 
COVID going away we should be even more excited to 
say hi to others as we will actually get to see their faces. 
You never know when someone is having a bad day and 
you have the power to brighten it.”
Luster described the campaign as a message that is 
“timeless” because it’s not just solving a problem that 
COVID-19 created. 
“We live in a day and age where we often choose our 
phones over trying to talk to someone new,” Luster said. 
“People are constantly on their phones whether that 
be on the bus, in a long line, or in any public setting. 
COVID-19 just exemplified the problem that already 
existed.”
This year, the Say Hello campaign’s goal is to get 
students aware of the message and help solve the lack 
of face-to-face connection so that it doesn’t negatively 
impact relationships.
“The intent behind this campaign reflects the type of 
caring community we have here at USU,” said Eri Bentley, 
the associate director of USU’s Counseling and Psycholog-
ical Services in an article from Utah State Today. “Encour-
aging social connection may improve mood and outlook 
as we go into the final months of this pandemic.”
This school year, Luster believes saying hello will still be 
effective, beneficial and important for all students, espe-
cially considering people are finally getting the chance to 
be social again. 
The USU campus store is also selling Say Hello t-shirts 
this semester to encourage more connections and to 
spread the word.
The university also held a Hello Walk last Wednesday, 
which remains a long-standing tradition for USU and still 
encourages participation in the Say Hello movement. 
Other similar events such as the Aggie Stories Project 
will also help promote mental health awareness. 
Suggested ways for staying connected with each other, 
other than saying hello, can include sitting with someone 
new at lunch, checking in on an old friend or “text two 
before ten,” an idea from USU professor David Schramm 
to text two people before 10 a.m.
The Say Hello campaign webpage suggests how to say 
hello, why to say hello and even where to say hello. 
The webpage also explains the importance of the cam-
paign and why they are working so hard to incorporate 
this to help others. 
It says, “We want to bring back one of the simplest 
actions that builds human connection: saying hello. Be-
cause sometimes it’s the littlest things that go the longest 
way.”
Jacee Caldwell is a second-year journalism student at USU 
going into her second year with USU Student Media. Other 
than her passion for writing, Jacee also enjoys snowboard-
ing, eating Subway, watching football and anything




























One of the most recognizable names on the 2021 Utah State University football team is senior wide receiver Deven Thompkins. 
Thompkins, or as everyone calls him, “DT,” is known for his 
incredible hands, blazing speed and knack for gaining yards 
after the catch. He led the Aggies in total receptions and receiv-
ing yards last season. 
But there’s more to his story than flashy touchdown catches. 
Because Thompkins isn’t just a student-athlete: He’s a father of 
two children. He has a three-year-old daughter, Nyomi, and a 
son, Messiah, who is two. 
Throughout his Aggie career, he’s learned how to be fully 
engaged on the football field and in the classroom, while trying 
to make a “beautiful life” for his children. 
When Thompkins got the news he was going to have a 
daughter while he was still in high school at Dunbar High 
School in Fort Myers, Florida, he realized things were going to 
be different.
“When I really found out I was having a child, my whole 
world just changed at 17,” he said. “It was just, like, no matter 
what, this is your priority.” 
It’s a mindset he carries four years later. Messiah, who was 
born when Thompkins was in Logan, lives here with him. Ny-
omi, who was born in July of 2018 — right before Thompkins 
began his college career — lives in Florida with her mother. He 
misses his daughter, but he gets to see her semi-regularly. She 
came to Utah to celebrate her third birthday over the summer.
“We got to spend it together,” he said. “Me, her mother and 
my son.”
Thompkins is grateful his son lives with him. It’s obviously 
difficult taking care of a two-year-old infant while being a 
student-athlete. But with help from others, and balance, he’s 
able to do it. 
“When I’m at home, you know, that’s my time to be a dad,” 
he said. “It’s time to give my kids my time and things like that.  
And then whenever I’m in school, you know, I got schoolwork, 
and I’m doing everything I need to do. I can kind of put school 
and family together, you know, take care of my kids into my 
classes online stuff. And then when it’s football time for me, it’s 
my life right here.” 
“He’s the dad, he wants to be a dad, and he wants to be a good 
dad,” said Utah State head coach Blake Anderson. “That’s not 
easy to do with all he’s got going on. But he finds a way to do 
that.” 
Thompkins gives his parents credit for showing him how 
to be a good father. Growing up, he watched everything his 
mother did, and saw how hard she worked. And his father, who 
didn’t live with him growing up, was still very much a part of 
his life. 
Thompkins admitted he “didn’t have the best situation grow-
ing up.” But one thing he did have was parents who loved him. 
That’s something he wants to pass on to his children.
Chatting with Thompkins, you can see right away he’s 
more than a typical 21 year old kid. He’s kind, has a warm 
smile and is an articulate thinker. 
“Just down to the bones, he’s a really good dude,” Anderson 
said. “He’s a kid that you love being around, big smile, tons of 
energy, and just makes everyone around him better. 
In his seldom seen free-time, he’d rather have a conversation 
with one of his teammates about life, then sit around and play 
video games. He’s somebody who sees the bigger picture in the 
world around him. 
With his love of people, it’s no surprise his major is interdisci-
plinary studies. It’s a combination of the study of anthropology, 
sociology and psychology. His favorite thing to study is the 
history of ancient cultures across the world. 
Thompkins is “obsessed” with the ancient Egyptians. Has 
been since he was five years old. “Just the way that they 
lived their life in the way that they were connected with the 
earth itself and the universe, it amazes me a lot,” he said. 
Thompkins appreciates how advanced their society was for 
their time. Technological phenomenons such as the pyra-
mid fascinate him. He has a great appreciation for how these 
creations have stood the test of time, making their mark in the 
world. 
He’s looking to make a mark of his own.
Combining Thompkins’ love for his family and his heedful-
ness of the world around him, there’s no wonder he’s a man 
with big dreams. 
His entire life, his dream has been to be “the greatest player to 
ever play the game of football.” 
He mentioned his love of football, and watching guys such as 
Jerry Rice and Deon Sanders as his inspirations to become the 
best. 
But when Nyomi was born, his priorities shifted. His number 
How Deven Thompkins balances being 
a USU Football star, a father of two 
By Jacob H. Nielson
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER
Submitted Photo
Thompkins poses with his children in 2019.





one goal became “to create a beautiful life for my children,” 
he said. 
Much of that plan still involves being an amazing football 
player. Thompkins hopes to play in the NFL, and make 
good money doing it. 
“When I do get to that point, it’ll be the foundation for 
what I want to do with my life,” he said. After (The NFL) I 
want to branch out. Hopefully start businesses and things 
like that...And then just give my children everything that I 
didn’t get to have growing up. So a big house, all the gifts, 
all the toys, just anything that could give them. And then all 
the love and attention I could possibly give them.” 
Thompkins understands his aspirations are grand, and 
that they’ll take a lot of work. He knows reaching the NFL 
relies heavily on how he performs in college. That part itself 
hasn’t been easy. 
Thompkins’ time at Utah State almost ended last season. 
He transferred out of the program in November, with a de-
sire to find a school closer to his family in Florida.  “There 
was a lot going on in my life at that time,” he said.  
He soon realized entering the portal “didn’t feel right.” 
With the help of Anderson, and wide receivers coach Kyle 
Cefalo, who said he spent “almost every day” trying to 
convince Thompkins to return, he finally did. 
After spending spring and fall camp playing “unbeliev-
able” according to Anderson, Thompkins will begin the 
2021 season as the starting slot receiver, poised to lead the 
Aggie’s passing attack. 
Trying to play well, with the goal of being in the NFL in 
mind, is tremendous pressure. But he has a routine to keep 
himself focused. 
“Every game, I write my mom’s name, my son’s name, my 
daughter’s name on my wrist,” he said. “So it just reminds 
me during the game, like if I’m kind of messing up, I look at 
my wrist and I snap back into reality.” 
HOME FOOTBALL 
GAME SEPT. 10
VS. PHOTO BY Jospeh F Myers





U tah State’s Aggie Marching Band performs at every 
home football game in the rain, snow or sun. 
Director of athletic bands, Lane Weaver, arranges 
all the music for the marching band and creates their drill 
choreography. While Weaver admits creating drills doesn’t 
come naturally to him, sometimes it “swirls around and kind 
of creates itself.” Creating these drills can take up to 30 hours for Weaver, but 
he says he’s happy to do it for the band. 
“We have less rehearsal time than any 
college band I know,” Weaver said. “We’ve 
got some superstars.”Among those superstars is USU senior 
Connor King, who is majoring in me-
chanical engineering — not music. King’s 
love for marching band and the trumpet 
came from his desire to refine his talents. 
“There’s just always this push to be better,” 
he said. “You’re there for a purpose and 
you’re there to improve.”
Confident in the band’s abilities, Weaver 
often elects to have different performances 
for each home game. So, marching band 
students are required to memorize six 
different drill routines along with the new 
music, arranged by Weaver. 
“We use a lot of different memorization 
techniques within the band,” said Andrew 
Williams, one of three drum majors in 
the marching band. 
Williams conducts the band during performances and helps 
students learn the routines during rehearsals. “Oftentimes, it’ll 
take us two or three weeks to really get performances down,” 
Williams said. But, to King and Williams, being in the Aggie Marching Band 
is well worth two or three 90-minute rehearsals a week. 
“We obviously have a lot of fun playing,” Williams said, “but 
we can’t perform without an audience. Everything we do is for 
the students.” With a group of over 100 people working together for hours 
a week, the band has become an important part of the lives of 
several students. “There are some people who need the 
band more than the band needs them, 
and I will never turn them away,” Weaver 
said. “The thing that I value more than the 
music, more than the performances, more 
than the ‘good jobs’ and the accolades, is 
the chance to provide a community where 
people can belong.”After quarantining during the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, it’s refreshing to 
have the chance to rebuild that commu-
nity. “We’re so used to doing this two-di-
mensional thing now with the pandemic,” 
Weaver said, “But life is meant to be lived 
in three dimensions and music is meant to 
be done in three dimensions.”
Aggie Marching Band is more than just 
a halftime show. It’s a community of 
hard-working students with incredible 
memorization skills who believe that we 
will win. 
By Emily WhiteTHE UTAH STATESMAN
PHOTOS BY Bailey Rigby
Aggie Marching Band: 
“We’ve got some superstars”
S itting on a sofa in his office on the second floor of the Jim and Carol Laub Athletics-Academics Complex with his back facing Merlin Olsen Field, Utah State head coach Blake Anderson leaned forward, looked me directly in the eye and shared something he regrets. “I think I did things really poorly, the first half of my career,” he admitted. “I was the first one in the office and the last one to leave.”Anderson, who began coaching in 1993, did things this way for over a decade. At Eastern New Mexico, Trinity Valley Community College or Middle Tennessee, you could either find him in his office studying the game or at clinics and camps recruiting. Committing all his time to try and outwork everyone else. In the workplace, this had its benefits. Anderson climbed his way from a graduate assistant at a division two school to a co-offensive coordinator at an FBS school in a span of nine years. But in his personal life, working nonstop had its consequences.“To be honest, with my family, my wife and kids, it took a toll on us,” he said. “It literally almost ruined my family.” This forced Anderson to step away from coaching in 2005. After two seasons away from the game, reprioritizing his life, he decided to come back. He took a job as offensive coordinator at Louisiana in 2007. His return came with a vow to his family. He was going to be different. He promised his wife and kids he would “put God first, family second and football third.” Fast forward 14 years, Anderson’s career has dramatically changed. He’s a head coach and has been for nearly eight years. He’s won a lot of games, mostly at Arkansas State, where he made six bowl games and won two Sun Belt championships. He’s now a head coach in the Mountain West. In his personal life, things are considerably different as well. One by one his kids grew up and moved out of the house. Then, tragedy. In 2019, Anderson lost his wife and “best friend” Wendy, after a three-year battle with cancer. Additionally, his father passed away the same year. In an effort to go forward with life, he moved out to Utah, remarried and adopted the daughters of his new wife, Brittany.Through it all, the pledge he made to his family over a decade ago has become fortified. It’s ingrained in his DNA, preached to his coaching staff and players and is the lifeblood of his foot-ball program. Faith, family and football. In his first nine months in Logan, Anderson has made sure this mentality has rubbed off on the new coaching staff he put together. 
His expectation is that 
his coaches will go to their children’s sporting events or musical 
productions, even if that means leaving the office early one day. 
At organized team dinners, which are hosted by different coaches, 
Anderson has his team gather in a circle and hold hands while he 
gives a blessing on the food and a prayer for his team and their 
families. 
To get acclimated to Utah, he took his coaching staff to Beaver 
Mountain ski resort several Saturdays last winter to spend a day 
on the slopes. He also gathered his staff for a daily noon pick-up 
basketball game at the Wayne Estes center during the off-season. 
The night before Easter he became the Easter bunny, going to 
the houses of his coaches with young children, and putting “stick 
bunnies” in the front lawns. “I try to make sure to keep those things front and center,” Ander-
son said. “Clearly losing my wife, losing my dad — he just reminded 
me how important relationships really are — so I encouraged these 
guys to do their work, be efficient, do a great job of preparing but, 
but don’t be afraid to spend time on relationships.”
Outside linebackers coach and special teams coordinator Nick 
Paremski, who has worked under Anderson for five years, affirmed 
that Anderson lives up to his words. 
“I’ll tell him hey, my sons got a baseball game or whatever and 
he’ll say, go, nothing that needs to be done can’t wait till tomorrow, 
come in an hour earlier tomorrow,” Paremski said. “Our wives love 
him because he’s not keeping us at the office 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.”
This kind-hearted behavior by the head coach is “untraditional” 
in the football industry, according to running back coach Chuckie 
Keeton. But the chance to maintain balance in life has made the 
move back to Logan “a smooth transition” for him, while ultimately 
making him better at his job. “I look at it as you only get that time off whenever you’re efficient 
with how you’re working and so it’s somewhat of an incentive to 
work better with our days,” Keeton said. “And it’s really tough to be 
100% focused on football if your life away from football is a little 
bit awkward, tough, or whatever it may be.”
Anderson’s philosophy hasn’t just blessed the lives of his staff, but it’s gotten the word out: He’s a guy you want to work for. That ethos has helped him bring in new staff to Utah State that boasts an impressive amount of experience. One of those hires is his new defensive coordina-tor, Ephraim Banda. Before coming to Logan, Banda was a co-defensive coordinator at ACC blue-blood Miami, where he’d been coaching since 2016. Working under Miami head coach and longtime boss Manny Diaz, Banda 
By Jacob NielsonTHE UTAH STATESMAN
PHOTOS BY Bailey Rigby
Continued on next page
‘God First, Family Second, Football Third’









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The annual blood drive has faculty busy collecting donations from students in the race of Utah State University against Weber State University. This 
is a worthy pursuit that can help to support blood banks 
and save lives, but there are other ways to actually earn 
money by donating blood. Logan is home to a Biomat, 
a plasma donation center that financially compensates its 
donors.
The Biomat, owned by the pharmaceutical manufactur-
er Grifols, is located at 1045 N Main St, Unit A, and has 
some requirements for all donors before entering. Donors 
should have a pictured ID, their Social Security card and/
or a credit card and proof of your living situation to get 
started. Donors must be 18 or older and must weigh at 
least 110 pounds. 
First time donors can currently earn up to $100 for the 
first five donations (although there are often promos 
going on where donors can earn more) and can visit 
twice a week. What separates plasma donations from 
blood donations, is that blood is taken out of the body 
to be stored until it can be transfused into someone else. 
The process takes about twenty minutes, and donors 
are not allowed to donate for another eight weeks until 
their blood cells have regenerated. Plasma on the other 
hand, can take about an hour for one session. There are a 
myriad of locations across the country including nearby 
centers in Idaho (Boise, Rexburg and Pocatello) and Utah 
(Cedar City, Clearfield, Ogden, Orem, Provo, Roy, Salt 
Lake City, Sandy, Spanish Fork and Taylorsville).
A Grifols corporate affairs official, Vlasta Hakes, said, 
“Plasma is not directly transfused into a patient, and 
when they take the plasma out, we are returning the red 
blood cells back to the donor.” 
Plasma is just a part of blood, made up of proteins 
and antibodies that are used to manufacture and create 
medicines for people with rare and chronic conditions 
including patients with pre-existing conditions who are 
more at risk for COVID-19. 
The Biomat is in great need of donations, as 93% of 
plasma is water, and only 7% can be used to manufacture 
medicine. Hakes said, “We encourage students to come in 
frequently. It takes anywhere from 130-1,200 donations 
to collect enough proteins and antibodies to make one 
year’s worth of medicines for one patient.”
Grifols produced a public service announcement on 
their YouTube channel that described the high demand 
for plasma. In the video, it explains that plasma goes 
through a variety of tests all over the country where 
it can go through processes that includes thawing and 
emptying the plasma collection samples. It also states 
that there are hundreds of plasma proteins, and Grifols 
uses five key proteins including, coagulation factor, anti-
thrombin III, immune globulins, alpha-1 antitrypsin and 
albumin.
Students from USU should use all the resources and 
time they have to donate plasma at the Biomat, not only 
to volunteer in the community, or save lives but improve 
financially. It’s a win-win. Hakes urges students to tell 
their friends, coworkers, peers and family to come in 
and donate. The company is so passionate about helping 
to produce medicine, that they are willing to team up 
with non-profit charities to promote their process in the 
pursuit of saving lives. Fundraisers set up by the school 
and sororities/fraternities can team up with the Biomat 
to raise money and awareness. It’s all worth it to donate 
plasma to be utilized into something incredibly valuable 
for millions of people worldwide. 
Megan Cowdell is a sec-
ond-year communications 
student. She loves going on 
bike rides, reading mystery 
novels and watching cheesy 
movies.
Plasma donations are a plas-must!
By Megan Cowdell
OPINION WRITER
O P I N I O N
PHOTOS BY Joseph F Myers




























PHOTO BY Edward Harimoto
Sunfish band performs on the Quad for Aggie Radio’s annual Big Agg Show. 






DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your dona-
tion helps education, pre-
vention & support programs. 
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR 
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUC-
TION 1-855-507-2691
DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
408-2196
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-983-
3647
Financial
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 888-912-9289
Health & Nutrition
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE!  Nearly 
invisible, fully rechargeable 
IN-EAR NANO hearing aids 
priced thousands less than 
competitors!  45-day trial! 
Call: 1-833-991-0313
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 877-
691-4639
Miscellaneous
DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-866-360-6959
INVENTORS - FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and 
presented to manufacturers.  
Call 1-877-649-5574 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a free 
consultation.
DIRECTV - Every live foot-
ball game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 1-833-599-6474
HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation 
for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-844-294-9882
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $49.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-844-240-1769
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No An-
nual Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-844-435-3985
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-855-916-3098
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all 
major secular & specialty 
Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-866-460-2052
Yard & Landscaping
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-909-2398
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
Sudoku puzzles are provided by 
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
Tricky
Last week’s solution:
Easy
Pa
ge
 1
6 
- Th
e 
U
ta
h 
St
at
es
m
an
 S
ep
te
m
be
r 7
, 2
02
1
